
151 Martin St., Birmingham, MI 48009 
248-530-1800 

1BNOTICE OF MEETING - PUBLIC ARTS BOARD 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a meeting of the Public Arts Board will take place on Wednesday, 
July 19, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. in conference room 202/203 of the Municipal Building. Approved 
minutes of this meeting will be available on the City’s website at www.bhamgov.org. 

THIS NOTICE IS GIVEN in accordance with Act 261, 1968 Public Act 267. 

MEETING AGENDA 

*** Board members who are not able to attend this meeting are encouraged to notify the staff 
representative in advance for consideration of a quorum. *** 

A. Roll Call 

B. Approval of Minutes – June 21, 2017 

C. Unfinished Business 

1. Updates to Rules of Procedure

D. New Business 

1. Public Arts Board Alternate Members

E. Committee Reports 

1. Public Space Activation Subcommittee Report

2. Birmingham In Stitches Committee Report

F. Communication 

G. Public Comments 

H. Adjournment 

Upcoming PAB Meeting: August 16, 2017 

NOTE:  Persons with disabilities that may require assistance for effective participation in this public meeting should 
contact the City Clerk’s Office at the number (248) 530-1880, or (248) 644-5115 (for the hearing impaired) at least one 
day before the meeting to request help in mobility, visual, hearing, or other assistance.  

Las personas con incapacidad que requieren algun tipo de ayuda para la participacion en esta sesion publica deben 
ponerse en contacto con la oficina del escribano de la ciudad en el numero (248) 530-1800 o al (248) 644-5115 (para 
las personas con incapacidad auditiva) por lo menos un dia antes de la reunion para solicitar ayuda a la movilidad, 
visual, auditiva, o de otras asistencias. 



Public Arts Board 
Rooms 202 and 203 Birmingham City Hall – June 21, 2017 

Meeting called to order at 6:45 PM 

A) Roll Call –
Members Present:   Rabbi Baruch Cohen, Jason Eddleston, Barbara Heller, Monica

Neville, Linda Wells 

Student Members Present:   Sarah Evans, Cecilia Trella 

Members Absent:   Anne Ritchie, Mary Roberts  

Student Members Absent: Celeste Demps-Simpson 

Administration:      Sean Campbell, Assistant City Planner, 
 Jana Ecker, Planning Director 

B) Approval of Minutes – May 17, 2017

Motion by Linda Wells, seconded by Monica Neville to approve the May 17, 2017
minutes with the following changes:

The elimination of “of where the Board’s interests are in the City” and the insertion of
“of site locations in the city” in the last sentence of the 7th paragraph under Unfinished
Business, Map of Prioritized Locations for Public Art with Parks and Recreation Feedback.

The elimination of “2015” and insertion of “the last two events” in the first sentence of
the second paragraph under Committee Reports, Birmingham in Stitches.

The insertion of “|” between “Inside” and “Out” in the third sentence of the fifth
paragraph under Communication, Alleys and Passages Plan Presentation.

Yeas: 5  Nays: 0 

The motion carried.



C) Unfinished Business

PAB/CCBB Charity Poker Fundraiser

Barbara Heller informed the board that there are eight time slots open for volunteering
at the Charity Poker Fundraiser. Monica Neville indicated that she would try to sign up
for another slot. Linda Wells stated that if necessary she would volunteer on July 8th in
addition to the 6th and 7th.

D) New Business

Dexter Rock Project

Mr. Campbell provided an overview of the Dexter Rock Project that occurs in Dexter,
Michigan. He informed the Board that a Birmingham resident reached out to the City
about the project and recommended holding a similar activity in Birmingham. The
project involves children painting miniature rocks with positive messages and placing
them across the city. Participants are encouraged to share pictures of painted rocks on
social media before hiding them and upon discovering them. The project is intended to
inspire creativity in all ages and energize people to explore the different areas of the city
while placing and finding the rocks along the way.

The Board expressed an interest in the project as it would require no funding on the
Board’s behalf and would also engage the community in a fun activity. Ms. Heller
suggested holding the event biannually between the years that the Chalk Project is not
happening.

Rabbi Cohen remarked that all of the decorated rocks from the program could create an
end product such as a wall or an accent feature in a garden. Ms. Neville proposed
having the rock decorations focus on a theme and include a date on the underside. The
Board also liked the idea of developing a smart phone application that participants of the
program could use for geocaching purposes.

The Board shared a few concerns over the project such as the size of the rocks and their
placement. Ms. Neville added that offering prizes might be problematic as it might
create competition that detracts from the spirit and intent of a fun project.

Motion by Monica Neville, seconded by Linda Wells, to direct the subcommittee to
develop the Rock Painting/Geocaching “Birmingham Rocks” program and to prepare a
high level outline for the next PAB meeting for feedback.

Yeas: 5  Nays: 0 



 

Updates to Public Arts Board Rules of Procedure 
 
Mr. Campbell explained that in light of recent activity, such as the revisions to the Art in 
Public Spaces application, the adoption of a new procedure for reviewing public art 
applications, and the adoption of site and placements guidelines, it is mandatory that 
the Board updates its Rules of Procedure. He also explained that this would be an 
opportunity for the Board to make any further amendments as they see fit.  
 
Ms. Ecker explained that while the verbiage in the current Rules of Procedure is good 
and informative, some of it does not belong there. She further explained that the Rules 
of Procedure are intended to establish how the Board is structured, when it meets, how 
the agenda works, the order of business, the ethics clause, and so on.  
 
It was the consensus of the Board that some of the language does not belong in the 
Rules of Procedure but is still valuable and worth including in a separate document 
about the Art in Public Spaces Program. As discussed, the document would include the 
Board’s history, mission statement, the site and placement guidelines, and procedure for 
reviewing and approving proposed art. Ms. Heller had remarked that before CityScapes 
was established in 2006, the call for entries program was called “Art in Public Spaces” 
and that a logo was created for it. She stated that she would find the logo and forward 
it to Planning Staff so they can include it in the discussed informational piece.  
 
Ms. Heller suggested changing the Rules of Procedure to not assign one specific City 
department to carry out the administrative functions of the Board, but for it to instead 
say “City Staff.” She also recommended moving the language under Conduct of Business 
to the Presiding Officer section because it seemed more appropriate there. It was then 
decided by the Board to have the Conduct of Business section list the order of business 
items for regular meetings. Ms. Heller stated that the Rules of Procedure should track 
the date of revisions at the bottom of the page.  
 
The proposed removal of the glossary was brought up. Ms. Ecker explained that as a 
rule, if the Rules of Procedure needs a glossary, then it is not written simply enough for 
the general public. The Board agreed that it is not a necessary component for the 
document and that it could be eliminated.  
 
The Board had a few questions regarding the 3-year term limit on chair positions and 
was unsure as to its purpose. Ms. Ecker explained that it is common to have limits on 
chair positions because it gives boards the opportunity to change things up once in a 
while if they so choose. Ms. Neville was concerned that given the fact that it takes so 
long for the PAB to get things done that 3 years might be too short of a term for the 
chair positions. Ms. Ecker advised that if the Board wishes to change the term limits, 



 

once established, it would require a supermajority of 5 votes. The Board decided to 
table the discussion about chair term limits until the next meeting. 
 
Ms. Wells suggested changing the language for the procedure for electing officers to say 
“elected” instead of “appointed” regarding Chairs and Vice Chairs. She explained that 
this would make more sense because the City Commission appoints members, whereas 
the Board votes to elect its chair positions. The Board agreed with this change.  
 
The Board directed staff to make the changes as discussed to the Rules of Procedure 
and put together a separate Art in Public Spaces Program informational piece. It was 
also requested that the Rules of Procedure revisions be completed within two weeks so 
they could be distributed to Board members for review prior to the meeting. Ms. Ecker 
advised that Board members can review the document individually but cannot 
collectively discuss Board business until the next public meeting. 
 
E)       Committee Reports 

 
Public Space Activation Subcommittee  
 
Mr. Campbell advised the Board that the Public Space Activation Subcommittee held 
their first meeting on June 20, 2017. During the May 17, 2017 PAB meeting, it was 
discussed that the primary focus of the Subcommittee would be parklets. Additionally, 
the Board had also showed an interest in exploring different ways to incorporate public 
art in the pedestrian passages downtown. Following this direction, the Subcommittee 
discussed these broad topics at length and focused on identifying specific, feasible 
projects.  
 
Rabbi Cohen prepared and gave a verbal summary of the Subcommittee’s first meeting. 
He first explained that they reviewed the Reclaiming the Right of Way report to generate 
ideas around application of the concept in Birmingham. He added that the 
Subcommittee had some hesitation over the parklets because it would involve the 
elimination of already scarce on-street parking spaces, which could be controversial. As 
discussed, it seemed more logical to do something reminiscent of a “deeplet,” which is 
the same basic idea as a parklet but utilizes other pedestrianized spaces rather than 
parking spaces. The Subcommittee reviewed Ms. Neville’s Pinterest page for possible 
ideas and discussed how they could be incorporated into parks, trails, and alleyways. 
Based on these materials and further discussion, it was decided that interactive art was 
the direction that the Subcommittee wanted to move in. Under this concept, it was 
envisioned that various public spaces could have creative mini golf parklets, giant chess 
boards, human chess, foosball, or ball pits. Having musical installations and programs, 
like painted pianos placed across the city, was also a favorable idea. Mr. Eddleston 
remarked that he has connections with several local businesses/talent, such as Robot 



 

Garage, who he could reach out to for potential sponsorship opportunities. Ms. Ecker 
advised that all such interactive programs should clearly tie to and promote public art. 
The Subcommittee would like to make use of various parks (namely Shain Park), trails, 
alleys, and possibly the Farmer’s Market. Lastly, there was discussion about including 
local grade school students in on an event, giving them the opportunity to display their 
artwork in various places across the city.  
 
Ms. Neville inquired about when and how often the envisioned art projects would occur. 
Mr. Eddleston suggested that new ideas could be tested out on weekends and based on 
their performance and receptivity the Board could consider extending them to be 
monthly or seasonal programs in the future. He further stated that art projects should 
be sustainable and require minimal upkeep. 
 

F)        Communication 
 

Update on Russell Thayer Sculpture Wind Rapids Donation 
 
Mr. Campbell provided an update on the Russell Thayer sculpture Wind Rapids. He 
explained that the City Commission postponed approval of the sculpture pending 
confirmation in writing that Mr. Thayer understands that once the sculpture has been 
accepted by the City, the City has the authority to relocate the sculpture as needed. 
Additionally, the City Commission instructed Planning Staff to revise the Art in Public 
Spaces application to explain this to potential donors.  
 
Update on Barnum Park Sculpture Pad 
 
Ms. Ecker reported that the City was preparing to pour the Barnum Park sculpture pad 
sometime over the next couple of weeks.  

 
G)       Public Comments 

  
No public comment.  

 
H)  Adjournment 

 
With no further business being evident, the meeting was adjourned at 8:23 PM. 
 



MEMORANDUM 
 

Planning Division 
 
DATE:   June 29, 2017 
 
TO:   Public Arts Board 
 
FROM:  Sean Campbell, Assistant City Planner 
 
APPROVED BY:       Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: Updates to the Rules of Procedure 
 
 
During the June 21, 2017 Public Arts Board meeting, members reviewed the Rules of Procedure 
with staff’s recommended changes. The Rules of Procedure are intended to establish how the 
Board is structured, when it meets, how the agenda works, the order of business, the ethics 
clause, and other items to that effect. It was the consensus of the Board that some of the 
language did not belong in the Rules of Procedure but is still valuable and worth including in a 
separate document about the Art in Public Spaces Program. As discussed, the document would 
include the board’s history, mission statement, the site and placement guidelines, and 
procedures for reviewing and approving proposed art. Please find attached a draft Art in Public 
Spaces Program Overview.  
 
The Rules of Procedure have been revised to reflect the Board’s discussed changes and as such 
have been attached for your review. All amendments to the Rules of Procedure will require a 
supermajority vote of five (5) members in order to be formally re-adopted.  
 
SUGGESTED MOTION LANGUAGE 
 
Motion to amend the Rules of Procedure with the revisions discussed during the June 21, 2017 
PAB meeting as is; 
 

OR 
 
Motion to amend the Rules of Procedure with the revisions discussed during the June 21, 2017 
PAB meeting with the following changes: 
 

1.  _______________________________________________________________________ 
2.  _______________________________________________________________________ 
3.  _______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

1 
 
 



 

 

 

 

RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE PUBLIC ARTS BOARD 
  
REGULAR MEETINGS 
 
Regular Meetings shall be held by the Public Arts Board on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 
6:30 P.M. unless canceled by vote of the Board or by lack of a quorum. 

Regular meetings of the Public Arts Board, which are normally held in the Commission Room of 
the Municipal Building, 151 Martin Street, shall be open to the public, in compliance with the 
Michigan Open Meetings Act. 

SPECIAL MEETINGS 
 
Special meetings may also be called, for such things as juries and competitions or other 
purposes provided the place and time is stated in a public notice and posted in compliance with 
the Michigan Open Meetings Act. 

AGENDA 
 
The Board Meeting Agenda, including minutes, correspondence and reports, shall be posted on 
the City’s website and distributed to the Public Arts Board on or before the Friday prior to the 
meeting date. Agendas shall also be made available for public review in the Community 
Development Office. Minutes shall not normally be read as part of the meeting. 

PROCEDURE FOR THE ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
A temporary Chairperson shall be appointed by a majority vote of Public Arts Board to conduct 
the organizational meeting until a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson is elected. A member of 
the Public Arts Board shall nominate, by motion, a member of the Board for both the Chair and 
Vice-Chair positions, which must be supported by one other member. All nominating motions, 
having been supported, shall be voted on and a majority vote confirms the appointment for the 
respective Chair and Vice-Chair positions. The Chair and Vice-Chair shall hold office for one year 
and until their successors are appointed and qualify.  No one individual shall serve for more 
than three (3) consecutive years as Chairperson or for more than three (3) consecutive years as 
Vice-Chairperson. A City Staff member, or his or her authorized representative, shall act as 
Secretary.  The Secretary shall maintain the minutes of the Public Arts Board’s proceedings, 
shall have custody of all records of the Public Arts Board, shall supervise all of the clerical work 
of the Public Arts Board, and perform such further duties as may be requested by the Public 
Arts Board.   



PRESIDING OFFICER 
 
The Chairperson shall preside at all meetings of the Public Arts Board. In the absence or 
disability of the Chairperson, the Vice-Chairperson shall preside. In the absence or disability of 
both the Chairperson and the Vice-Chairperson, the Board shall elect one of its members to act 
as presiding officer. Public Arts Board meetings shall be governed by the rules contained in the 
most recent edition of Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised in all instances in which they are 
applicable and not inconsistent with the statutes of the United States or the State of Michigan, 
or with the Charter of the City of Birmingham or these Rules of Procedure.  The presiding 
officer, subject to these rules, shall decide all points of order or procedure. Board Members shall 
be recognized by the presiding officer before speaking. 

The Chairperson shall possess all the rights and powers of any other Board Member; he or she 
shall not have the right of veto. 

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 
 
The order of business at the Public Arts Board meetings shall be as follows: 

1. Roll Call 
2. Approval of Minutes 
3. Unfinished Business 
4. New Business 
5. Committee Reports 
6. Communications 
7. Meeting Open to the Public for Items not on the Agenda 
8. Adjournment 

VOTING 
 
Four members of the Public Arts Board shall constitute a quorum. The Public Arts Board shall 
act in the form of a motion, and a minimum of four votes shall be required to adopt any such 
motion. 

The Public Arts Board may take action on any motion either by voice or by roll-call vote. A roll-
call vote shall be taken if requested by any Board Member, the secretary, or any member of the 
public in attendance. 

A motion may be amended or modified by combining the original motion and the modifications 
in one motion, provided all Public Arts Board Members agree to include the "friendly 
amendment" in the original motion. 

A Board Member may abstain from voting on a motion if he or she: 1) has a conflict of interest; 
or 2) lacks sufficient information about the issue to be decided. Any Board Member who 
abstains from voting on a motion shall state for the record, at the outset of the discussion, both 
his or her intention to abstain and reason for doing so. Should the need to abstain become clear 
during discussion, the member shall state his or her intention at that time. The Board Member 
shall then be prohibited from participating in any further discussion or debate on the issue. 



After a motion has been voted upon, any Board Member who voted on the prevailing side may 
move to "reconsider" said motion at the same meeting, or at the next regularly scheduled 
meeting, provided no action has been taken as a result of the previous vote. 

General consent or consensus (in lieu of a motion) may be used to give direction.  In this case, 
the minutes shall indicate that a majority consented. 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 
 
During any Public Arts Board meeting, any person may question or comment upon any specific 
agenda item at the time the Public Arts Board considers that item. For all other items, the public 
shall also be invited to make comments under the agenda item, "Meeting Open To The Public 
For Items Not On The Agenda." 

No person shall address the Public Arts Board without first having been recognized by the 
presiding officer. Once recognized, the member of the public shall go to one of the available 
microphones, and state his or her name and community of residence before speaking. 

Speakers may be requested to limit their comments so as to provide opportunities for 
comments from all interested persons. In particular, no member of the public shall normally be 
permitted to speak a second time on the same issue until all others wishing to make a 
presentation on the subject have had an opportunity to do so. 

If any person becomes loud or unruly, the presiding officer may rule that person out of order 
and may forfeit that person's opportunity to speak further. A person may also be expelled from 
the meeting by the presiding officer for breach of the peace. 

CODE OF ETHICS 
 
It is of benefit to the City of Birmingham that the Public Arts Board works collaboratively with the 
public, galleries, and arts organizations to fulfill the Board’s mission. However, it is not the 
Board’s intention to promote any artist or commercial art enterprise. The Public Arts Board will 
entertain proposals made at large if the activity, purchase or program fulfills the objectives of the 
Board. When a proposal is made that may result in economic benefit to a Public Arts Board 
member, the member must disclose such, and recuse themselves from all discussion and 
voting on the matter.   
 

Public Arts Board members will: 
 
1. Recognize the primary role of board members is at all times to serve the past, present and 

future public interest. 
 

2. Continuously strive to achieve high standards of integrity and professionalism so that the 
public respect for the community review process is maintained. 

 

3. Abstain from all discussion and decisions in which an appearance of an impropriety or 
conflict of interest may be perceived.  Refuse any personal gift, tangible or intangible that 
may be perceived as influencing decisions or actions. 



 
4. Continually strive to keep the public informed on public art issues, encourage communication 

between citizens and elected and appointed officials, and emphasize at all times friendly, 
courteous and professional service to the public. 

 
5. Avoid any act or decision that would tend to promote individual or special interest at the 

expense and/ or dignity of the community. 
 

6. Support and defend the laws and the Constitution of the United States of America, the State 
of Michigan and the City of Birmingham. 

AMENDMENT OR SUSPENSION OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE 
 
These Rules of Procedure may be amended at any regular meeting of the Public Arts Board 
upon an affirmative vote of five (5) members. 

 

Original Date of Adoption: November 27, 2002 
Revised: October 11, 2011 
Revised: June 21, 2017  
 

 



Art in Public Spaces
Program of the Public Arts Board

HISTORY

The City of Birmingham has always recognized the 
importance of having a rich cultural environment. 
In 2001, Birmingham affirmed this commitment to 
its civic heritage by establishing a Public Arts Board. 
Ordinance #1773 assigned the Birmingham Public 
Arts Board with the responsibility for reviewing and 
making recommendations to the City Commission as 
to the placement and display of loaned, donated and/or 
commissioned works of art within the City.

MISSION STATEMENT

The Mission of the Birmingham Public Arts Board is 
to develop Public Art Programs that will enhance the 
cityscape, enrich the lives of residents and visitors, and 
promote a vital arts community.

OBJECTIVES

1. Create a vision and develop guidelines and procedures for 
the placing of Public Art of high caliber within the city.

2. Identify existing and potential future sites for the display of 
Public Art.

3. Establish strategies for identifying and securing sources of 
public funding and support of Public Art.

4. Work  with  organizations,  businesses,  individuals  and  the  
City  to  maximize  the opportunity for Public Art to be an 
integral part of all public and commercial projects.

5. Foster the exchange of information and ideas on Public Art.

It is recognized that Public Art projects may be presented in 
a variety of forms and that each proposal is unique. Because 
of City’s limited resources, the Board will only be able to 
recommend programs that clearly further the objectives of the 
Commission.

Choopy — Sculpture by Mark di Suvero located at 
Woodward Ave. Gateway

Lucky at Love, Unlucky at Game, You Can’t Have it All 
— Sculpture by Christopher Yockey located at Linden 
Park



SITE AND PLACEMENT GUIDELINES
To ensure the thoughtful placement of sculptures in the 
City of Birmingham and to further the City’s vision 
to enhance public spaces, the Public Arts Board shall 
consider the following guidelines in their review of art 
in public spaces:

• Art should be located in a site where it will 
effectively enhance and activate the pedestrian and 
streetscape experience;

• Art should be sited where it will create a place of 
congregation or in a location that experiences high 
levels of pedestrian traffic; 

• Art should be placed in a site where it is not 
overwhelmed by nor competing with the scale of 
the site or adjacent architecture, large retail signage, 
billboards, etc.;

• Art should be sited so as to be either immediately 
visible or in a location where it will be visible by the 
most people;

• Art should not be placed in a given site if the 
landscaping and maintenance requirements of that 
site cannot be met; and

• Artwork should not block windows or entranceways, 
nor obstruct normal pedestrian circulation in and out 
of a building (unless such alteration is specifically a 
part of the experience or design of the artwork).

PROCEDURE FOR LOANS, GIFTS, 
BEQUESTS AND PURCHASE OF WORKS 
OF ART
The Birmingham Public Arts Board will consider the 
loan, gift, bequest or purchase of works of art under the 
following criteria:
The Owner/Agent for Owner must complete an Art 
in Public Spaces application and submit it to the City 
at least two weeks prior to a regularly scheduled Public 
Arts Board meeting for review by the Board.  The Art 
in Public Spaces Application must include all of the 
following information before it can be considered:

• Name of applicant and donor/owner, or agent 
(dealer);
• Artist/project name, title, date, dimensions, 
materials and inscriptions;
• Complete description of the work of art;
• Designs load (i.e. wind and dead loads);
• Location, condition, maintenance;
• Footing/foundation requirements;
• Narrative/rationale for gift/loan or temporary 
installation;
• Relationship of owner/agent of owner to artist;
• Digital images or slides of the artwork; and
• Resume or biography of the artist;

Wind Rapids — Sculpture by Russell Thayer located at 
Pierce Parking Structure Plaza

TORSO — Sculpture by Herb Babcock located at N. Old 
Woodward/Oakland Island

Go to www.bhamgov.org/government/boards/public_arts_board.php 
for a map identifying the locations of all public art in Birmingham

Go to http://www.bhamgov.org/art/ for an Art in Public Spaces 
application. 



PROCEDURE FOR LOANS, GIFTS, BEQUESTS 
AND PURCHASE OF WORKS OF ART (CONTINUED)

The application must be filled out to indicate whether it is for a loan, gift or bequest and be submitted to the 
City. Upon receipt, city staff will then route application to the Cultural Council of Birmingham Bloomfield 
(CCBB) and the Public Arts Board for simultaneous review. The Public Arts Board will conduct its standard 
review of the sculpture while the CCBB determines whether the sculpture meets its criteria for providing 
insurance free of charge to the artist. 

Loans: All loans will be for a specified amount of time and will be documented and monitored while under 
the responsibility of the City of Birmingham. The Public Arts Board must provide a recommendation for the 
approval and placement of all public art loans. The appropriate city agencies must review of the recommended 
placement, safety concerns and address any other issues as identified. The City Commission has the right of 
final approval of the acceptance and placement of all public art loans.  There will be an agreement between the 
Owner/Agent for Owner and the City prior to receipt and installation of the loan. The terms of the agreement, 
its renewal and return status will comply with applicable laws governing the City of Birmingham. The City shall 
not absorb the costs to install, maintain, or insure loaned sculptures.  However, should the lender wish to seek 
financial assistance for the temporary installation of a sculpture, they are encouraged to apply for funding for 
the required insurance from the Cultural Council of Birmingham Bloomfield (CCBB) by signing and attaching 
the agreement to the application. By attaching the executed agreement, the applicant agrees to all terms stated 
within prior to review. 

Gifts, Bequests and Purchases must be duly vetted when offered by an artist, dealer or related party or by the 
spouse of family of any of the above. The Public Arts Board is responsible for reviewing this information to 
ensure compliance with City of Birmingham ordinances and policies and for making a recommendation to the 
City Commission. The Owner/Agent for Owner must submit proof of clear title of the work of art and available 
provenance data before any work shall be accepted for gift or purchase. The appropriate city agencies must 
review the recommended placement, and address any safety concerns and other issues as identified. The City 
Commission has the right of final approval of the acceptance and placement of all public art gifts, bequests and 
purchases.  A Deed of Gift transferring title of a work of art shall be signed by the Donor/Agent for Donor.

PROCEDURE FOR COMMISSIONING PUBLIC ART WORK

The Board shall specify the criteria by which each commission shall be judged. The RFPs shall be reviewed 
using the same Guidelines for Review used in the selection of all Public Art.  Upon approval by the City 
Commission, the Public Arts Board will notify the Owner/Agent of the selected artwork. After an executed 
purchase agreement is received by the City Clerk’s office, an implementation schedule can be developed.  A 
commissioned work of art will become the property of the City of Birmingham and become accessioned into 
the City collection.

Commissioning is the formal process used to invite a specific artist to submit 
a proposal or several artists to submit a proposal for a specific site or project. 
Should the City wish to commission artwork for public display, a Call for 
Entries shall be done in a competitive and open process in which any artist may 
enter. Alternately, the Public Arts Board may select certain artists to submit 
concept proposals for a certain site-specific project, based upon their prior 
experience with designing, fabricating and installing public art. The Board will 
review the submitted entries and make a selection of those they wish to send a 
Request for Proposals (RFP) requesting detailed proposals.  An RFP shall be 
sent to any number of artists, whether local, regional, national or international 
depending upon the project. A fee will be paid to the artist who is selected to 
carry out the commission.

L.O.L. — Sculpture by Kirk Newman 
located at Greenleaf Trust Building at 
E. Maple and Peabody



PROCEDURE FOR APPOINTING 
JURORS AND CURATORS

The Public Arts Board may select or appoint a 
jury or hold a competition for the review of any 
public art project. The jury or competition for 
any public art project shall serve the Public Arts 
Board as an ad hoc committee for the duration 
of the project only.  

The Board may appoint an individual to serve 
as curator for an artwork display or public art 
program. A curator shall serve at the discretion 
of the Board.

Prior to appointment of any curator, the curator 
will present his/her qualifications to the Board 
for consideration along with a detailed program 
plan and associated budget of the program’s full 
expenses. Any deviations from this submitted 
plan and budget must be presented to the 
Board for further approval. Upon approval by 
the Board, the curator shall implement the 
approved program plan consistent with these 
Rules of Procedure. Failure to comply may result 
in termination of the curator arrangement.  The 
curator will report to the Board on the status 
of the program at the regular meetings of the 
Board or as requested by the Board.

If you are interested in offering public art for 
display in the city or becoming involved in 
the promotion of public art in the city, please 
contact Sean Campbell at (248) 530-1855 or 
scampbell@bhamgov.org. 

Freedom of the Human Spirit — Sculpture by Marshall 
Fredericks located at Shain Park



MEMORANDUM 
 

Planning Division 
 
DATE:   June 29, 2017 
 
TO:   Public Arts Board 
 
FROM:  Sean Campbell, Assistant City Planner 
 
APPROVED BY:       Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: Public Arts Board Alternate Members 
 
 
On May 22, 2017, the City Commission moved to amend the Public Arts Board ordinance to add 
two alternate positions. The Commission gave direction regarding alternates being required to 
attend all meetings, explaining that by being present in the room, it will elevate the status of 
alternates, promote comradery between the alternates and the regular board members, 
establish continuity in discussions, and allow alternates to be fully prepared. Further, it was 
proposed that every member of a board or committee who misses a meeting be required to 
either read the minutes or watch the video of the meeting in order to keep up. The expectation 
of the alternate is the same level of that of a regular member. The expectations are as follows: 
 
1. Alternates are expected to attend all meetings of their appointed board just as regular 
members are expected to attend all meetings. Alternates are to be utilized on a rotating basis to 
sit as a regular member in the absence of a regular member. 
 
2. Alternates are provided the same access (printed or electronic) to the agenda packet as 
regular members. 
 
3. A record of attendance for all members, regular and alternates is maintained by the staff 
person assigned to each board. If a member or an alternate cannot make a meeting, he or she 
should contact the staff person and advise them of their intended absence. 
 
4. In meetings where an issue discussed will be continued at a future meeting, and an alternate 
was utilized for that specific meeting, it is appropriate that the same alternate be utilized for 
that issue, and the regular member to recuse his or herself for that issue based on their earlier 
absence. 
 
5. Alternates under consideration for selection and addition to a committee or board as a 
regular member, must meet one of the already established criteria for one of the regular 
members. 
 
Please find attached the minutes from the May 22, 2017 City Commission meeting 
that pertains to this matter for reference.  
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EXCERPT 
BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION MINUTES 

MAY 22, 2017 
MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 151 MARTIN 

7:30 P.M. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Mark Nickita called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
 ROLL CALL: Present,  Mayor Nickita 

Mayor Pro Tem Harris 
Commissioner Bordman 

     Commissioner Boutros 
      Commissioner DeWeese  

Commissioner Hoff 
    Commissioner Sherman 
  Absent, None 
 
Administration:  City Manager Valentine, City Attorney Currier, City Clerk Brown, Police 
Commander Grewe, City Planner Ecker, Finance Director Gerber, Assistant to the City Manager 
Haines, City Engineer O’Meara, Library Director Koschik 
 
05-139 -17      USE OF ALTERNATES, REPORTING BOARD ATTENDANCE, AND 

MODIFYING REQUIREMENTS FOR BOARD MEMBERS 
Assistant to the City Manager Haines presented results of a review of board and committee 
attendance suggesting that three groups might benefit from having two alternate positions 
added to increase attendance and/or achieve quorum: 1) Advisory Parking Committee, 2) Parks 
and Recreation Board, and 3) Public Arts Board.  
 
Assistant to the City Manager Haines also presented, based on review of current methods of 
using alternates, the following recommended process for use of alternates to be consistent for 
all boards and committees, with the exception of the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

1. Alternates are to be called on a rotating basis to sit as a regular member in the absence 
of a regular member. 

2. Alternates are provided the same access (printed or electronic) to the agenda packet as 
regular members, regardless if they have been called to sit in as an alternate or not. 

3. Alternates are to be contacted with as much lead time before the meeting date as 
possible. Staff will ask during each meeting if any regular member is planning to be 
absent at the upcoming meeting. Staff will also email regular members at least two days 
prior to the meeting date to confirm attendance. The appropriate alternate (using a 
rotating schedule) is contacted by staff and confirms or denies the offer to sit in. A 
record of their attendance is maintained by staff based on if they were called and turned 
down the opportunity; then it would count as an absence. Not being asked does not 
constitute an absence and would be left blank in the attendance record. 

4. Alternates are expected to be familiar with current board issues either by attending live 
meetings, watching live broadcast remotely, reviewing archived video recordings of the 
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meetings, or by reading the meeting minutes. In meetings where an issue discussed will 
be continued at a future meeting, it is appropriate to require that same alternate to 
come back, and the regular member to recuse his or herself based on their earlier 
absence. 

5. Alternates under consideration for selection and addition to a committee or board, must 
meet one of the already established criteria for one of the regular members. 

 
Commissioner Hoff asked why the rosters for some boards were included in the packet, and 
Assistant to the City Manager Haines explained the Commission had asked which boards used 
the language “in so far as possible” in regards to qualifications for appointment.   
 
Commissioner Hoff stated the requirement for alternates to be aware of issues is an important 
point. 
 
Commissioner Bordman advocated for alternates being required to attend all meetings, 
explaining that being present in the meeting room will elevate the status of alternates, promote 
comradery between the alternates and the regular board members, establish continuity in 
discussions, and allow alternates to be fully prepared. She further proposed that every member 
of a board or committee who misses a meeting be required to either read the minutes or watch 
the video of the meeting in order to keep up.  
 
Regarding attendance: 

• Commissioner Boutros noted the importance of enforcing attendance of regular 
members as well as alternates, and suggested a minimum attendance requirement for 
reappointment eligibility.  

• Mayor Nickita said attendance is documented for all appointees. He was not in favor of 
instituting a minimum attendance requirement, but suggested the Commission review 
attendance to determine whether or not reappointing a member would be appropriate. 

• Commissioner DeWeese concurred that attendance be taken for both regular and 
alternate members, and believed recording attendance results in self-adjustment. He 
recommended the attendance recording document contain no blanks, as blanks signify 
something missed.  

 
The Commission was generally in favor of Commissioner Bordman’s requirement for alternates 
to attend all meetings and discussed ways in which to implement the requirement into 
recommended process for use of alternates. Commissioner Sherman suggested Assistant to the 
City Manager Haines revise the policy in conformity with the Commission’s discussion, rather 
than either the Commission trying to draft new language at the table, or having staff bring a 
revised policy back. 
 
Assistant to the City Manager Haines summarized the discussion, noting the Commission wants 
clarification that alternates are required to attend all meetings, that a record of attendance of 
both alternates and regular members be maintained, and that the language is clear that the 
expectation of the alternate is the same level as that of a regular member. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Bordman, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Harris: 
To amend the ordinances of the Advisory Parking Committee, the Parks and Recreation 
Board, and the Public Arts Board, to add 2 alternate positions to each as follows: 
 
To amend Resolution No. 08-882-84 – August 6, 1984, Advisory Parking Committee, Members. 
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AND 
To amend Part II of the City Code, Chapter 78, Parks and Recreation, Article II., Parks 
and Recreation Board, Section 78-26, Created; composition. 

AND 
To amend Part II of the City Code, Chapter 78, Public Arts Board, Article V., Public Arts 
Board, Section 78-103, Composition and terms of members. 

AND 
To direct the city clerk to standardize the attendance reporting of all city boards and 
committees as outlined in the May 12, 2017 memorandum to the city manager and as clarified 
by the Commission and to direct staff to amend the Recommended Process for Use of 
Alternates as clarified by Commissioner Bordman. 
 
VOTE: Yeas, 7 
 Nays, 0 
 Absent, 0 
 





 

 

 

 

Expectations of Alternates on City Boards or Committees 

The following guidelines have been adopted from the May 22, 2017 Birmingham City 
Commission meeting. The Commission gave direction regarding alternates being 
required to attend all meetings, explaining that by being present in the room, it will 
elevate the status of alternates, promote comradery between the alternates and the 
regular board members, establish continuity in discussions, and allow alternates to be 
fully prepared. Further, it was proposed that every member of a board or committee 
who misses a meeting be required to either read the minutes or watch the video of the 
meeting in order to keep up. The expectation of the alternate is the same level of that 
of a regular member. The expectations are as follows: 

1. Alternates are expected to attend all meetings of their appointed board just as 
regular members are expected to attend all meetings. Alternates are to be utilized on a 
rotating basis to sit as a regular member in the absence of a regular member, except 
the Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) may continue the existing practice of utilizing 
alternates by seniority. 

2. Alternates are provided the same access (printed or electronic) to the agenda packet 
as regular members. 

3. A record of attendance for all members, regular and alternates, is maintained by the 
staff person assigned to each board. If a member or an alternate cannot make a 
meeting, he or she should contact the staff person and advise them of their intended 
absence. 

4. In meetings where an issue discussed will be continued at a future meeting, and an 
alternate was utilized for that specific meeting, it is appropriate that the same alternate 
be utilized for that issue, and the regular member to recuse his or herself for that issue 
based on their earlier absence. 

5. Alternates under consideration for selection and addition to a committee or board as 
a regular member, must meet one of the already established criteria for one of the 
regular members. 

 



MEMORANDUM 
 

Planning Division 
 
DATE:   July 12, 2017 
 
TO:   Public Arts Board 
 
FROM:  Sean Campbell, Assistant City Planner 
 
APPROVED BY:       Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: Public Space Activation Subcommittee Report 
 
 
Please be advised that Public Space Activation Subcommittee held its second meeting on July 
12, 2017. During the June Public Arts Board meeting, it was discussed that the Subcommittee 
would focus on alternatives to parklets, interactive art installation concepts, and sponsorship 
and implementation strategies. Additionally, the Board directed the subcommittee to investigate 
the rock project concept further and come up with creative ideas to make it more unique to 
Birmingham. 
 
Summarized below are the four topics that the Subcommittee focused on. The Subcommittee 
will provide a verbal update on the four topics and anything else that came up during their 
meeting. Please find attached the Kindness Rocks Project overview, Pavement to Parks 
Overview, and a press release about Royal Oak’s Public Piano Project that the Subcommittee 
reviewed to help guide their discussion about the various topics.   
 
 
Social Media/Public Relations Component 
 
Jason Eddleston has created a Public Arts Board Instagram account and has offered to do the 
same for the proposed Birmingham Rocks Project. Monica Neville recommended that firm 
guidelines be established to ensure that administrators of the Facebook and Instagram filter out 
content that is not consistent with the spirit of the project. Lastly, the PAB would need to 
nominate a member to operate the social media and coordinate all organizing activities moving 
forward. 
 
Rock Project 
 
The Subcommittee has determined that, of the various interactive art ideas discussed, the rock 
project could be implemented in the shortest time frame. Using the Kindness Rock Project and 
other communities’ versions of the project as models, the Subcommittee could easily develop a 
set of rules and procedures for the project. It was discussed the Subcommittee could hold a 
pilot rock project to just take place in the parks around Birmingham. Based on the performance 
and receptivity of the pilot program, the subcommittee and/or PAB could explore the possibility 
of expanding it to occur on citywide scale.  
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The next step requiring PAB action would be to forward the idea to the Parks and Recreation 
Board for approval. Likewise, if the Subcommittee wishes to extend the project to other parts of 
the City, it will also require approval from other City Boards and Commissions. Once granted 
approval from applicable Boards and Commissions, the Subcommittee would then begin 
creating the Facebook and Instagram accounts. To promote the project, a member of the 
subcommittee would alert the media and/or Birmingham Shopping District. Finally, to formally 
kick off the event and demonstrate to likely participants how to properly paint the rocks, a 
launch party would be held somewhere in the City. Mr. Eddleston indicated that he would be 
willing to sponsor the project and provide funding for supplies if necessary.  
 
Art in Alleys and Passages 
 
The Subcommittee would like to pursue creative and interactive concepts in the alleys and 
passages throughout downtown. To get a better idea of what could occur in these spaces, the 
Subcommittee walked through Edison Passage, Clark Hill Passage, Social Passage, Willits Alley, 
and Churchill’s Alley. Some discussed ideas include stringing lights over alleys, two dimensional 
art, and creative wayfinding/signage. The Subcommittee requested staff to provide more 
information as to what the City can and cannot allow in the alleys.  
 
Meditation in Parks 
 
Rabbi Cohen suggested organizing a meditation group that could meet in one of the City parks 
or gardens. As discussed, the painted rocks could also be incorporated into the meditation 
space as they impart positive messages. Mr. Eddleston explained that he was connections with 
a Buddhist group based in Hamtramck that could be contacted to help organize the event.  
More details about this project will be discussed at the next subcommittee meeting. 
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The Kindness Rocks Project was created to spread inspiration and a moment of kindness 
for unsuspecting recipients through random  inspirational rocks dropped along the way. 
Now more than ever kindness can become a connecting force for good. Many people, 
including myself, are feeling a sense of overwhelm, unease and restlessness due to the 
current events taking place in our world today, and I believe that our united strength 
can be cultivated through simple random acts of kindness. Each of us can make a 
positive difference. Together we can make a positive IMPACT! 
Living near the ocean, I walk the beach daily. The beach is where many go when they  

 

seek insight or a peaceful place to think. 

Losing my parents at a young age meant losing my advisers, my sounding board,  and 
my role models.  During difficult or stressful moments in my life, I found myself looking 
for “signs” on my morning walk, such as a heart shaped rock or a piece of sea glass. I 
perceived these small beach treasures as  “signs”  or as a divine message and  the 
random inspiration I needed to signify that things would be o.k. 

“Maybe I wasn’t the only one looking for such signs!” 
Thus The Kindness Rocks Project was born. 
It started as a hobby of one… painting and dropping a few rocks at a time, when 
something amazing happened. I began receiving messages from strangers about how 
much the rock they found meant to them. So I stepped up my rock painting and added 
social media, a website and encouraged others to join me.  This hobby has now turned 
into a movement due to the energy of many… and today this project has grown into 
inspiration gardens placed around Cape Cod and beyond. The beyond part is what I am 
most happy about (Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Germany, Ireland, India, Thailand, 
Haiti, Italy and England). 
Cape Cod is a place where people come to vacation from around the world…they began 
taking photos of the inspirational beach gardens and sharing them on social media, or 
picking up single kindness rocks off the dog park trails and bringing them back to their 
communities. These kind people started joining The Kindness Rocks Project or were 
moved enough to start a similar project in their community! 

Now how cool is that? 



It has become a grass roots kindness movement. If one person finds a rock with a 
message that speaks to them during a difficult time, OUR efforts have made a difference! 
Our goal is to encourage others to find cool creative ways to reach out and brighten 
someones day unexpectedly whether it be through kindness rocks, love notes, random 
acts of generosity…the skies the limit! 
One message at just the right moment can change your entire day…outlook…life! 
One of my favorite quotes is, “Your legacy is every life you have touched!” which pretty much 
sums it all up.  Giving from your heart  in service of others while expecting nothing in return is 
what this project is all about and our united strength in times of uncertainty can be found through 
these simple acts of kindness.  

Kindness is truly contagious… Please join us! Won’t you? 
Megan Murphy is a Women’s Empowerment Coach concentrating on inspiring strong women. 
Megan is a business mentor for SCORE, freelance writer, 2017 O Magazine Insider, Founder of 
The Kindness Rocks Project, Lecturer and Vice President of Flower Angels USA, a Non-profit 
located on Cape Cod where she resides with her husband, three daughters and two giant dogs. 
Her coaching page can be accessed by visiting meganmurphycoaching or on her Facebook 
page MeganMurphyCoaching  
 

http://www.meganmurphycoaching.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MeganMurphyCoaching/?ref=bookmarks
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The Kindness Rocks Project

We are so happy that you are joining us...a community of 17,000 plus kind souls   

& growing every day! Currently we can be found across the United States and in 7 

countries including Canada, England, Ireland, Germany, Australia & New Zealand

Start collecting rocks! Either by heading out into nature or by purchasing them 

from your local home improvement store, smooth flat stones work best for 

artwork, but get creative with shells, post it notes, or some other creative way

We have found that painting your rocks with non-toxic acrylic paint or spray paint 

(both available at your local craft store) helps prepare the rocks for your paint 

pens. This increases the life of your paint pens which can get a bit pricey!

Sharpie OIL BASE paint pens work best! They come in 2 tip widths, the fine tips 

work best for writing...we also love Prismacolor permanent calligraphy pens!

To protect your artwork from the elements and to prevent fading, use a non toxic 

sealant such as Modge Podge or a clear acrylic spray to seal your rock. Make sure 

your artwork has dried completely before sealing *Important*

Be sure to add the #TheKindnessRocksProject to the back of each rock you drop 

this will enable you to keep track of your kindness! Later you can put the # into your social media 

search bar and possibly stumble upon posts from people who have found your rock. Cool Right?

Finally, be sure to like our Facebook page and follow us on Instagram and Twitter, 

and email us your story and photos... We would love to feature you! 

This is a Project of many and your story will help inspire others and spread hope.

be sure to adhere to lnt rules and regulations & ask for permission before dropping rocks in public locations!



Pavement to Parks Overview 

Pavement to Parks projects create new public spaces by reclaiming underused street space 
for pedestrian-oriented uses. The most successful Pavement to Parks projects: 

• Provide useful and active neighborhood public space 
• Allow communities to test out new ideas 
• Enhance safety for all road users 

Seattle welcomed 50,000 new residents between 2010 and 2015. As the city grows denser, 
the need for livable, vibrant public spaces increases. Pavement to Parks projects use short-
term strategies to deliver new public spaces that will serve as front yards, playgrounds, 
social spaces, and active zones.  These adaptive strategies foster partnerships and 
community stewardship. 

Pavement to Parks Projects in Seattle 

SDOT began installing Pavement to Parks projects in summer 2015 and will be continuing to 
develop new projects throughout the city. Check out the map on our home page to see the 
projects that have been completed or are coming soon.   If you have a great idea for a 
Pavement to Parks project in your neighborhood, please 
contact Susan.McLaughlin@Seattle.gov or call 206-733-9649. 

 
University St, E Union St, and Boylston Ave in First Hill 

http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/AdaptiveStreets.htm
mailto:Susan.McLaughlin@Seattle.gov


 
Community-designed street mural at Pavement to Parks project in Rainier Vista 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maintenance Agreements 

To ensure that Pavement to Parks projects 
are full of activity and stay clean and safe for 
everyone, community hosts will partner with 
the City on a maintenance agreement that is 
customized to each site. Maintenance 
agreements will address cleanliness, 
vegetation, amenities, and activation at each 
of the Pavement to Parks sites. 

Project Evaluation 

We carefully evaluate Pavement to Parks 
projects to make sure they are meeting their 
intended goals and serving as valuable 
community assets. 

These projects are evaluated based on traffic data, observations, and surveys, but some 
projects may require other evaluation criteria as well. 



Royal Oak art project to bring 6 
colorful street pianos to downtown 

Jason 
Gittinger with a public piano he put outside his Detroit School of Rock and Pop Music in Royal Oak 
last year. He and other members of the city arts commission have a plan to put six painted pianos 
outside in the downtown for passersby to play. Mike McConnell - Daily Tribune.  

By Mike McConnell, mike.mcconnell@dailytribune.com, @mmcconnell01 on 
Twitter 

POSTED: 05/05/17, 4:21 PM EDT | UPDATED: ON 05/07/2017 
2 COMMENTS 

 
Royal Oak’s downtown may soon find some new keys to entertainment with the 
installation of a half-dozen vibrantly painted public pianos. 

Jason Gittinger, chairman of the Royal Oak Commission for the Arts, has already tried 
the idea out. Last year, he put a piano outside in front of his Detroit School of Rock and 
Pop Music on Washington Avenue and left it there. 

“Many times a day someone stops by and plays the piano,” he said. “There are actually 
people who practice on it every day. Other times it will be couple walking a dog or 
someone just passing by.” 

mailto:mike.mcconnell@dailytribune.com
http://twitter.com/mmcconnell01
http://www.theoaklandpress.com/article/OP/20170505/NEWS/170509634%23disqus_thread
http://www.detroitschoolofrockandpop.com/
http://www.detroitschoolofrockandpop.com/


The results range from classical music to the playful keyboard meandering of a 3-year-
old girl in the neighborhood. 

“I love that you put a piano out there and some people will start showing off their chops 
in public,” he said. “Some are going to be great and some are going to be knuckleheads 
... but music is something that connects all kinds of people. When people play they 
usually smile.” 

Installing public or street pianos painted by artists is being done from Denver to St. 
Louis and New York City as public art. 

Gittinger is working with a friend from ProfessionalMovers.com to pick up donated 
pianos and store them where artists can paint them. 

Music is a visceral experience and Gittinger is hoping to make it a more communal one 
as well, he said. 

One thing he noticed after he put a whimsically painted piano in front of his school last 
year was that it brought out the better angels of people’s nature. 

No one vandalized the piano or made an attempt to steal it. 

One snowy night a few young men were fooling around and one of them was pushed 
against a window at Gittinger’s school. The window cracked and Gittinger discovered 
what happened when he looked at a surveillance video the next morning. 

“After it happened they went over and started playing the piano before they ran off,” he 
said. “I thought it was great.” 

The city commission for the arts is working to get their 2017 Public Piano Project 
underway for the summer and is asking the City Commission on Monday to approve the 
project. 

James Krizan, assistant to the city manager, said the project is based on the pilot 
program Gittinger did last year in front of his school and is recommending city officials 
approve the project. 

“It’s been really popular,” Krizan said. “There’s been a lot of feedback and even City 
Commission Sharlan Douglass went and played on the piano.” 

The arts commission still has to make arrangements with business owners on where six 
pianos could be placed in areas that are covered or have an awning. 

Pianos would be put out for the summer and the arts commission would take care of 
moving them away afterward. Finding old pianos is never a problem because so many 
people have them and usually have to pay someone to haul them away. 

A drummer whose parents were both professional musicians, Gittinger said he was able 
to find six pianos for the projects online within a few hours. 

“But what we still need are some local artists and some paint,” he said. 

http://www.denverpost.com/2017/05/01/photos-painting-pianos-for-denvers-16th-st-mall/
http://www.ksdk.com/entertainment/television/show-me-st-louis/the-reason-theres-a-piano-in-sutton-loop-park/431001908
http://www.ksdk.com/entertainment/television/show-me-st-louis/the-reason-theres-a-piano-in-sutton-loop-park/431001908
http://professionalmovers.com/


Anyone willing to donate their skills or paint for the project can email Gittinger at 
info@detroitschoolofrockandpop.com 

 



MEMORANDUM 
 

Planning Division 
 
DATE:   July 14, 2017 
 
TO:   Public Arts Board 
 
FROM:  Sean Campbell, Assistant City Planner 
 
APPROVED BY:       Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: Birmingham In Stitches Committee Report 
 
 
Please be advised that Anne Ritchie, Chair of the Birmingham In Stitches program, has 
prepared a progress report that includes important dates, confirmed volunteers, and other 
logistical details.  
 
Please find attached the Birmingham in Stitches 2017 Update report for you review.   
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To: Barbara Heller + Public Arts Board 
Fr: Anne Ritchie 
Dt: July 13, 2017 
Re: Birmingham in Stitches 2017 Update 
 
Event Details & Important Dates  
Set up for artists  September 13-15, 2017 
Display Open    September 16-October 7, 2017 
Dismantle   October 8, 2017 
Thank You Reception  TBD 
 
Email sent to list of group leaders from 2015: 

• Linda Wells   confirmed 
• Catherine Chartier  confirmed 
• Karen Hines-Kennedy 
• Eleanor Stewart 
• Lauri Lisi 
• Claudia Scroggins  confirmed 
• Janene Fetterman  confirmed 
• Ms. ML   confirmed 
• Beverly Pryor   confirmed 
• Shay Pendray 
• Rosemary Dutke  confirmed 

 
8 – 15-gallon storage containers of yarn from previous years moved from Linda Wells home to 
DPS on Eton Street for temporary storage. 
 
Sean Campbell is making sure the City website is updated with this year’s information. 
 
Gift certificate process begun with target donors 

• Joann Fabrics  Melanie Hambrick-Store Manager 
• Meijer   Cynthia Maxey-Store Director 
• Wal Mart  Dave Iacanneli-Store Manager 
• Michaels  Diane Rehm-Store Manager  
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